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REGULAR MEETING 

March 9, 2016 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Sara McCallum; 

Trustees: Joanne Kelley, Andy Kmetz, and James Nordlund. 

Board member absent: Trustee: Paul Piper. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, Dan Quinn, and 

County Commissioner Steve Hull. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole and County Commissioner Curt VanderWall. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the February 23, 2016 meeting and the current agenda were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Sheriff Cole reported on 71 calls for service in February 2016. 

 

County Commissioners Curt VanderWall and Steve Hull reported on the most recent meeting of the Mason County Board 

of Commissioners. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: A. Proposed Ordinance No. 137 – Amendment to the ORV Ordinance – The public hearing 

was called to order by the Supervisor at 6:38 p.m.  Notice of the public hearing was published in the Ludington Daily 

News on February 24, 2016. 

 

Dan Quinn asked if there are any plans for an alternate route to enable ORV’s to cross the Pere Marquette River.  No 

further comments were received and the public hearing was closed at 6:41 p.m.  

 

The Supervisor stated the next order of business was to conduct the public hearings to receive public comments in 

regards to Pere Marquette Charter Township’s grant applications for a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 

Grant or a Recreation Passport Grant. 

 

B. Application for a Michigan Recreation Passport Grant –The public hearing was called to order by the Supervisor 

at 6:41 p.m.  Notice of the public hearing was published in the Ludington Daily News on February 29, 2016. 

 

No comments were received and the public hearing was closed at 6:42 p.m.  

 

C. Application for a Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant – The public hearing was called to order by the 

Supervisor at 6:42 p.m.  Notice of the public hearing was published in the Ludington Daily News on February 29, 2016. 

 

No comments were received and the public hearing was closed at 6:42 p.m.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Second Reading and Consideration of Adoption of Proposed Ordinance No. 137 – 

Amendment to the ORV Ordinance – Board members conducted the second reading of proposed Ordinance No. 137, 

an Amendment to the ORV Ordinance. The proposed ordinance was published in the Clerk’s office and on the township 

website and a notice to that effect was published in the Ludington Daily News.  In addition, in accordance with Public 

Act 118 of 2013, the clerk notified by certified mail the following entities: the county road commission, the county 

board of commissioners, the legislative body of every other township and municipality located within the county, and 

the state transportation department.  Keson stated the amendment opens up all roads within the township with the 

exception of U.S. 10, M-116, and the portion of Pere Marquette Hwy. between the freeway entrance and U.S. 10. 

 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by Nordlund to accept the second reading without change and adopt proposed Ordinance 

No. 137, an Ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances by amending Article III of Chapter 26 regarding the 

authorization and regulation of the operation of off road vehicles on County primary and local roads within the 

Township, and to provide for its effective date.   

 

Roll call vote: Yes:  Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, Enbody, and Nordlund. 

  No:  None. 

         Absent:  Piper. 

Motion carried. 
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B. Michigan Recreation Passport Program Resolution of Authorization – Parks Manager Kelly Smith gave a 

presentation on the proposed improvements and renovations for the Buttersville Park play area. 

 

The following resolution was offered by Keson and supported by Enbody: 

 

MICHIGAN RECREATION PASSPORT PROGRAM  

RESOLUTION OF AUTHORIZATION – LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH WITHOUT DONATED 

FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees supports the submission of an application titled, 

“Buttersville Park Playground Renovation” to the Michigan Recreation Passport Program for development of a new 

playground to replace old, outdated, non-accessible playground equipment with new, accessible playground equipment 

that includes two multi-function play structures, swings, and the latest versions of a merri-go-round, and a tire swing 

installed over an engineered wood surface with accessible pathways at Buttersville Park; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks, Recreation and Open 

Space Plan 2015 - 2019; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees has made a financial commitment to the project in 

the amount of $25,000 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees hereby 

authorizes submission of a Michigan Recreation Passport Program Application for $35,000, and further resolves to 

make available its financial obligation amount of $25,000 (42%) of a total $60,000 project cost, during the 2017-2018 

fiscal year. 

 

Roll call vote: Yes:   Nordlund, Enbody, Keson, McCallum, Kelley, and Kmetz.         

No:   None. 

                             Absent:  Piper.          

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

C. Land and Water Conservation Fund Resolution of Authorization – The following resolution was offered by 

Kelley and supported by McCallum: 

 

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND  

RESOLUTION OF AUTHORIZATION – LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH WITHOUT DONATED 

FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees supports the submission of an application titled, 

“Buttersville Park Playground Renovation” to the Land and Water Conservation Fund for development of a new 

playground to replace old, outdated, non-accessible playground equipment with new, accessible playground equipment 

that includes two multi-function play structures, swings, and the latest versions of a merri-go-round, and a tire swing 

installed over an engineered wood surface with accessible pathways at Buttersville Park; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks, Recreation and Open 

Space Plan 2015 - 2019; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees has made a financial commitment to the project in 

the amount of $30,000 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees hereby 

authorizes submission of a Land and Water Conservation Fund Application for $30,000, and further resolves to make 

available its financial obligation amount of $30,000 (50%) of a total $60,000 project cost, during the 2017-2018 fiscal 

year. 

 

Roll call vote: Yes:   Kmetz, Kelley, McCallum, Keson, Enbody, and Nordlund.            

No:   None. 

                         Absent:  Piper          
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Resolution declared adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Reviewed the Planning Commission 2015 Annual Report; 

reported the Planning Commission is working on sidewalk design and placement along US 10 and property maintenance 

issues; reported reviewing and submitting comments on the Master Plan to Resilient Ludington and is expecting to receive 

the updated copy for review next week. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals – Wahr reviewed the Zoning Board of Appeals 2015 Annual Report. Wahr also noted that the 

ZBA met on March 3, 2016 and elected officers for 2016. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported on the preparation of documents and the filing of responses to the 

Michigan Tax Tribunal which, by handling the paperwork internally, has saved the township from incurring legal fees. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a written report detailing permit activity for February 2016.  Reported 

that Preferred Credit Union is planning an expansion and the Planning Commission will have a site plan review on March 

15; working with the property owner of the Sixth Street home destroyed by fire – a rebuild would require approval by the 

Zoning Administrator or the Zoning Board of Appeals; working with the County Building Inspector to educate contractors 

on the new residential energy code that will add significant increases to the cost of building and/or remodeling homes. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Distributed and reviewed the 2015 Annual Pumpage/Usage Report(s) for 

Community Water Supply; reported working on small, residential lift stations, tree and brush removal at Memorial Tree 

and Buttersville Parks, cross connection inspections, and reported being close to a decision on a new water meter system. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 29 responses in February of 2016 and that the millage request for the Western 

Mason County Fire District Authority was approved by voters at the March 8th election. 

 

Parks Manager/Code Enforcement (Smith) – Explained the necessity of the removal of dead trees from Memorial Tree 

and Buttersville Parks that were posing a danger to buildings and campsites; will begin leaf removal in the parks in 

preparation for the upcoming season; working with the Planning Commission to review the Code of Ordinances from a 

code enforcement standpoint in order to make updates in the future.  

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) – Reported a 40-45% voter turnout for the March 8th Presidential Primary 

Election; received the asset lists from the auditor and will be reviewing those for updates and changes.  Enbody provided 

a list of current invoices for approval.   

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kelley to approve payment of invoices totaling $562,393.53.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (McCallum) – Provided a written report detailing quarterly cash, bank, and investment balances by fund and 

by bank account for the fourth quarter of 2015; provided a written report detailing cash and investment balances by fund 

and by bank account for January and February 2016; reported on settlement with the County Treasurer today. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Received correspondence from V-Tec Engineering regarding the completion of the Reliability Study 

and General Plan and that V-Tec has submitted it to the DEQ for review; the Board of Review Organizational meeting 

was held Tuesday, March 8th; reported on a Brownfield Authority meeting to support a sixteen million dollar investment 

in the City of Ludington; obtained an approximate value for the property at 451 S. Pere Marquette Hwy. for the possible 

sale of the township owned property in the future. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by the Supervisor at 7:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 

 


